
West Bridgewater Historical Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

January 9, 2017 

 

Location:  West Bridgewater Town Hall – Small Conference Room 

Called to Order:   5:10 P.M. 

Present: Commission Members Jim Benson, Joan McAndrew, Tom McAndrew, Chris Newman, and Jon 

Ames II 

Absent:  Commission Members Bob Bevis and Dorna Bevis 

Quorum met with five of the seven members present 

Tom distributed copies of the minutes of the December 5, 2016 meeting. 

After review Chris pointed out one typo.  Chris moved to accept the minutes as corrected, Tom seconded 

and the motion passed unanimously. 

Joan updated the financial situation.  She reported that as of December 31, 2016, the Museum Donation 

Account had a balance of $3,625.56 and the Operating Budget balance of $504.37.  

Jim reported he received three letter of correspondence from the Building Department and reviewed 

them with the members.  It was agreed that none of the correspondence required any action from the 

Historical Commission. 

Jim then moved on to the first agenda item under new business, namely the Boston Post Cane.  Chris 

reported that she had mailed a letter to Lois Hamel to see if she would accept the Cane.  Chris said she 

had also left two phone messages but had heard nothing back.  During the discussion, Joan realized that 

Lois Hamel is the mother of Reverend Ashton of First Church.  Joan said she sees the Reverend often and 

would speak to her to see if her mother would accept the Cane.  Joan said she would update the 

Commission on the Cane status. 

The meeting then focused around the Museum.  Jim said the Museum is currently snowed in and he still 

has to return the T.V. to the Brockton Historical Society.    The Spring schedule for the Museum was 

discussed, with the members agreeing on opening the Museum on Saturday, May 6, 2017 from 10:00 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and Sunday, May 21, 2017 from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Jim thought it would be a 

good idea to get the Museum schedule and information printed in the Capen Caller, the Council on Aging 

newsletter.  Jim asked if any member had connection with the C.O.A. and Joan responded she was on 

the Board of Directors.  Jim asked Joan to get the cutoff date for submitting a half page article in the 

newsletter.  Joan agreed to do so by the next meeting. 
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Potential museum displays were addressed next.  Some items considered included a railroad station 

display, enhancing the Howard High display by adding the Howard High Stone, displaying newly 

acquired old photos and an ice tool display.  On the ice tool display, Jim explained the late Edward 

Hackenson had an excellent collection of ice tools and asked if any member might know Ed’s son, Eric 

Hackenson.  Joan said she knows him and Jim asked her to contact Eric to see if the Town Museum 

could display his father’s collection.  Joan agreed to do so and report back at our February meeting. 

Jim then brought up the idea of printing notecards with old Town pictures for sale during the Museum 

openings.  Jim said he would get in touch with Allegra Printing for prices by the February or March 

meeting. 

Jim asked if there was any more new business.  Hearing none, Chris moved to adjourn, Tom seconded 

and the motion to adjourn passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:15 P.M. 

Due to member’s schedules the next meeting is rescheduled for Tuesday, February 7. 2017 at 5:00 

P.M. in one of the Town Hall Rooms. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Thomas McAndrew 

 

 

 


